ANGLERS CHOICE TOURNAMENT TRAIL RULES & REGULATIONS - 2025

PURPOSE: Tournament rules provide equal opportunity for all participants to successfully
apply their fishing skills and abilities, improve the safety of both participant and non-
participant users of the tournament waters, and provide for proper handling of fish.

INTERPRETATION: The Tournament rules are subject to interpretation only by the
tournament officials under the coordination and supervision of Angler’s Choice Marine.
The Tournament Director’s decision shall be final.

ELIGIBILITY: Participation in the tournament is open to anglers 18 years old or older.
Younger anglers are permitted if partnered with an adult and legal guardian must provide
consent for viable entry This is an invitation team trail and sponsors retain the option of
declining applications to the tournament.

ENTRY FEES: The entry fee is $220 per tournament (includes big fish award). Big Fish
Award - a team can only submit one fish out of its weigh bag for the big fish award unless
there is a Big Largemouth and Big Smallmouth award for a particular lake/tournament. In
this case, teams can submit one of each species.

SUBS - No subs allowed. You may fish alone if your partner is not present.

ANGLERS BUCKS: In order to be awarded Anglers Bucks in any event, contestant must
have purchased his/her boat from Anglers Choice Marine, be the registered owner of that
boat, and use that boat for the duration of that event. Subject to verification by the
tournament director.

INSURANCE: All boat owners must maintain a minimum of $100,000 liability insurance on
the boat used in our tournaments. Documentation shall be provided to the Tournament
Director upon request.

REGISTRATION: Tournament registration will redirect you to a secure website to enter all
your information. You should receive a confirmation once payment has been submitted. To
register online please click this link.



https://forms.pabbly.com/form/share/e1Y7-452479
https://forms.pabbly.com/form/share/e1Y7-452479

BLAST-OFF: Blast-off numbers are assigned in ascending order by time of registration by
each team.

SPORTSMANSHIP: Participants must observe high standards of ethics, sportsmanship,
and personal conduct. They shall obey all laws and the authorities having jurisdiction in the
tournament area. They shall keep themselves informed and aware of the rules, laws, and
conditions applicable to each tournament. Drunkenness during competition and scoring
activities is prohibited. No alcoholic beverages shall be permitted in competition boats
during competition hours or by competitors at tournament site. Competitors shall yield to
inspection by Tournament Officials at any time during the tournament.

ANGLER CODE OF CONDUCT: Anglers participating in any ACTT event shall observe this
code of conduct and the applicable rules for the ACTT event in which they are participating.
Anglers, parents, and family members of anglers shall always conduct themselves in a
manner becoming of ACTT anglers that will not reflect unfavorably on the ACTT, its
members, officers or representatives, tournaments or sponsors. To this end, anglers,
parents, and family members of anglers shall use their best efforts to demonstrate
professionalism and integrity in support of the sport of tournament fishing. Any angler,
parents, and family members who violate any of the provisions of the angler code of
conduct may be subject to forfeiture of tournament winnings, suspension from competing
in future ACTT events, permanent ban from competing in ACTT events, or any combination
thereof deemed appropriate by the ACTT.

TOURNAMENT WATERS: Tournament waters shall be defined as public waters which are
accessible by boat from the tournament headquarters. All fishing by participants must be
done from a boat on tournament waters. All participants and competing boats must remain
on tournament waters throughout the competition hours. Fishing on tournament waters
shall not be permitted within 50 yards of another competitor’s boat, which was first
anchored. Any such boat shall have its trolling motor retracted from the water. No such
anchored boat shall permit selected competitors to fish within the 50-yard circle claimed
by him or her to the exclusion of any other competitor. It is the responsibility of the
anchored boat to make other competitors aware that he or she is anchored.

OFF LIMITS: The off-limits period for any ACTT event will begin at 12:00 am the Monday
before the event and last until 12am Thursday before said event. No contestant may be on
designated tournament waters for any reason during the official off-limits period.
(Clarification: Fisherman may practice the Thursday & Friday before each tournament
weekend.)



The only areas of a lake that will be off limits during tournament hours are the areas
designated by the state DNR and areas deemed by ACTT to be off limits. During the
tournament water off-limits period, other than using publicly available information (e.g.
newspaper and Internet reports), competitors cannot solicit, gather or intentionally receive
any information via phone, electronic devices or any other means about locating or
catching fish on tournament waters.

THERE SHALL BE NO EXCEPTIONS. Anglers shall not purposely engage in conversations
regarding the locations to gain an advantage and should leave the conversation if the other
party starts talking about methods that would provide the angler with a competitive edge
for that location. All rules that are stated on this page apply to all fisherman that plan to
participate in the Anglers Choice Tournament Trail no matter when your entry fee is paid.

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Tournament Officials have the right to delay, shorten or cancel
an ACTT event because of inclement or dangerous weather or other factors that would
endanger the safety of the competitors.

Tournament waters may also be restricted at any time because of bad weather or water
conditions. Competitors shall not fish during a period of suspension or after termination of
competition.

SAFETY AND INSPECTION: Safety is our highest priority to all participants. Life jackets and
kill switches must be worn when the gas engine is running and in gear. Lights must be on for
blast-off unless otherwise directed by the Tournament Director. Idle by start boat or dock,
live wells open, kill switch ON. Do not swamp the Tournament Director. Any boat equipped
with an engine exceeding the Coast Guard approved rating will not be allowed to compete.
Competition equipment found to be unsafe or not seaworthy by the Tournament Officials
may be prohibited from use in the tournament.

FISHING TACKLE: All fishing is limited to casting, spinning, and spin-casting rods and reels
and artificial lures. No live or dead bait is allowed. Animal skin (pork frogs for example), fur,
and feathers may be used to dress artificial lures.

FISHING METHODS: Trolling is prohibited. Only one rod and reel per person may be in use
at one time (exception is if you have a lure hung up, you may cast a second rod before
retrieving your lure).

EMERGENCY CONDITIONS: Emergency conditions are those that subject persons or
property to imminent danger or which are deemed by the Tournament Officials to be an



emergency by nature. Competitors must not depart the boat to land fish or to make the
boat more accessible to fishing waters. Boats must remain in tournament waters during
tournament days. Competitors must leave from and return to official checkpoints by boat.
Both competitors must always remain in boat except in case of dire emergencies or with
permission from the Tournament Director. In the event of a needed restroom break or a
refueling situation at a marina gas pump, contestants can leave the boat, at which time all
fishing must cease until partners are back together in the boat. In an emergency, a
designhated team member may ride in another competitor’s boat and bring their fish to the
tournament headquarters for scoring only after notifying the Tournament Director first.

FISH: Possession limit for our tournaments is five bass (exceptions are actively culling or
reeling in a fish). The size limit will be announced by the Tournament Director at blast off.
The dead fish penalty is 1/4 pound per dead fish and will be deducted off total weight. If the
lunker fish is dead, the ¥a-pound penalty will apply to big fish pot also. You cannot cull a
dead fish. A short fish will not be weighed, and a one-pound penalty will be deducted from
team’s total weight. All fish must measure the predetermined size limit on a Golden Rule
(mouth closed and tail pinched). Once a fish is weighed for tournament standings it shall
be released at the tournament weigh-in site or in an area designated by the Tournament
Director.

TIMELINESS: Each team must check in with the check-in boat or at the check-in point
marked by the Angler’s Choice beacon light on the back of a check in boat or designated
dock area. If late, you will be informed at that time. The official time is always on the
Tournament Director’s clock. Any boat not in the weigh-in area promptly at the appointed
time will be assessed a penalty of 1 lb. for each minute late - disqualification after 15
minutes. If you have a big fish, the penalty will be assessed to that fish also.

SCORING: Competitor’s scores shall be the weight of bass they have caught and kept
during the competition hours. Weight may be deducted from competitor’s scores by the
Tournament Officials as a penalty for short fish, dead fish, or late return to weigh-in. Any
bass that appears mangled, mashed, or mauled will be credited only at the discretion of
the weigh-in officials. Bringing more than 5 fish to the weigh-in will result in disqualification.

TIES: In case of a tie, the prize or points will be divided between the participants equally if
for money.

PROTESTS: Participants who suspect that the Tournament Rules have been violated may
file IN WRITING a protest with the Tournament Director within 15 minutes of the conclusion



of that day’s weigh-in process and before awards begin. The Tournament Committee will
decide all protests. Decisions of the Tournament Director are final.

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES: Participants shall honor the letter and intent of the
Tournament Rules, or they shall be judged to have violated them. All judgments are
reserved to the Tournament Officials. All participants are expected to be familiar with the
Tournament Rules. Participants accused by Tournament Officials to have violated the
principles of fairness, sportsmanship, or ethical conduct explicitly or implicitly included in
the Tournament Rules may be disqualified.

POLYGRAPH TESTS: Polygraph tests may be given in any of the tournaments and to any
participant. Failure to pass the test may result in disqualification.

TOURNAMENT HOURS: Tournament hours for each event will be listed by on the Angler’s
Choice website (www.anglerschoicemarine.com) under the “Tournaments” tab.

ANGLER’S CHOICE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DENY ANY COMPETITOR OR TEAM THE
OPPORTUNITY TO FISH IN ONE OR ALL OF THE TOURNAMENTS AT THE DISCRETION OF
THE TOURNAMETN DIRECTOR.
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http://www.anglerschoicemarine.com/

